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== T will give ..you Salle according fo 


i mine Heart, which ſhall feed r. with Kuen 
23 lege and Underſtanding. | 
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HE Church may be confider'd TEN Two Re- 
.. markable Diſpenſations, That of Moſes, and 
Cbrift. Under the firſt, the had more of Pomp 


and Ceremony: Under the laſt, the hath more 
* of 7% and Spirit. Under the firſt, the was in a great 
meaſure confin'd to the C ommon-Wealth of Iſrael : Un- 

des the laſt, her Empire is enlarg d; Chris broke down 

4 the Meſaick Encloſure, and invited the more Barbarous 
Fee to the Priviledges of his Grace, The River of 
Life, which water d the Land of Palsftine, hath over- 


thee 'L her Banks, and, with her fertile Streams, turn d 


g of the Gentiles into the Garden of the 71 
1 ſhall 


confider my Text as a Prophecy, which relates 
10 this Age of the Church, under the Adminiſtration. of 
brill; 1 for this, I have not only the united Vote of 


the moſt celebrated E xpoſitors, but, I think, the Autho- 
”" rity of the Prophet himſelf, in the tollowing Verſe : 

—— thoſe Days, faith the Lord, they ſhall ſay no more, 

ths Ark of the Covenant of the Lord: Neither ſhall it coms 
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preſſions, according to mine Heurt. 


I. THE Paftoure Work and Duty 
you with Anomledge and rs we L 


| ſound Doctrines and Precepts of the Goſpel, which are ſuf⸗ 
ficient to make you Wiſe to Salvation. 
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to mind, neither ſhall they remember it, neither ſball they 


vifit it, neither ſhall this be done any more. 


IN the Words Two Parts are Obſervable 1 
1. gracious Promiſe : Twill give you Paſtours accor- 
ding to mine Heart. „ OY; 
THE word Paſtour, which heretofore ſignify'd any 
kind of Ruler, is under the Goſpel:appropriated to Eccle- 


fiaſtical Officers, to whoſe Inſtruction and Over-ſight the 


Church is committed, as a Flock to the Care of a Shep- 


berd. The Officer, therefore, here deſign d by Paſtour, 
is a Miniſter of the Goſpel; and the Qualiſcations necet- 


* 


ſary to diſcharge his Office, are wrapt up in theſe Ex- 


SI; 


: Which Pall feed 
ng ; i. e. with the 


7 
ALL the Parts of the Miniſterial Office are included 


in this Clauſe; one eminent Branch, by a uſual Figure, 
being put for the'whole. © 


THE Subſtance of both is this: The State of the 72 


is now very corrupt; the moſt Venerable Rights f Reli. 
gion 2 1 4-500 its Divine Doctrines debas d b 7 mix 
ture 6 6 Eternal Precept 
enervated, by the Blindneſs and Wickedneſs of its Prieſts 
and Frophers. But the Days of the Meffiab are at hand, 
hen I will give you Paſtours, furniſh'd with 7 i ſdlom an 


radition; and the Force of its Eternal Precepts 


Integrity, to feed and rule you: Paſtours, whom I will 
bleſs with ſuch Succeſs, chat they 5 raiſe the Church 


to a greater Glory and Purity, than that from which ſhe 
15 o. fallen. N N | 
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THE PROPOSITION which offers it ſelf from 


the Werds is this: 


THAT the Commiſſion and Qualifications of Mi- 


niſters, by which they are Authoriz'd and En- 
= abled to diſcharge all the Parts of their Office, 
are from GOD. | e 


Method ; . 8 5 7 Fr 
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7 Firſt, I ſhall enquire into the Qualification of Afini- 


* eber of their Office. | 


ſters; and T ſhall take Notice only gf theſe two, Emi- 
nency in Knowledge, and Holineſg, © *' . © 


* 1 Eminency in Knowledge. 


. IHE Underſtandings of Miniſters muſt be advanc'd a- 
bove the common Level, to ſecure their Perſon and Office 
from Contempt. The People will not be eaſily perſwa- 
died to pay em the Honours due to the Characters of Eu- 
baſſadors, unleſs my underſtand the Nature of their 
Embaſſy, and are well acquainted with the Laws and Pi- 

| roref} of their Sovereign. What a prodigious Stock of 
Knowledge is necellary for that Order of Men, who are 


of GOD, and an Eternal World, in the Language of Abr- 

tals ! Who are to trace out the ſecret Paths of the Prince 

of Darkneſs, and meet the Infernal Serpent at every wind- 

ing! Who are to treat with Souls blixded 1 
OS * Nn 
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4.4 IN diſcourſing of which, I ſhall purſue the following 


Secondly, DISC 0 U RSE ſome of the principal Bran- 


[a Thirdly, PROVE the Propyfition, And then phj it. 


_ Firſt, I am to enquire into the Qualifications of Mini- 


to 705 the Sublime Doctrine of Chriſtianity, and ſpeak - 
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of Life and 


, Conſiderations ſhould perſwa 
deſign to be, engag d in this Work, to ſtudy the Serip- 
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Interpret by Gueſs, or be Impos 
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. Engineers thou haſt choſen, to undermine the Kingdom 0, 
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and govern'd by deceitful Luſte, about the Great Affairs 

eath! Tell me, Sirs, if you can, what 

Furniture is neceſſary for that Man's Head. who is to 
_counterplot the Policy of Devils, and flence the Oppoſition 
of Rebellious Nature to Holineſs? Who is to 7eſolve the 


moſt perplex'd Caſes. of Conſcience, and maintain the Ar- 


zicles of our Holy Religion again all Gainſayers? Such 

de all, who already are, or 
tures with mdefatigable Induſtry; and compare the Tran- 
ſlations with the Original Languages, that they may not 
terpret | d on by corrupt Gloſ- 
ſes : To fürhiſh themfelves with à good Stock of Ration- 
al Learning, that they may be able to call in Huinane 
Arts and Ctences-to their Aſſiſtance. The Gold ot O- 


. . - * * 


o 


Pbir ſhines bright in the Temple, and the Spoils of Egypt 


ave their Uſe when devoted to the Service of the Sau- 
St. Paul, tho immediately Inſpired, quotes divers 
Fan out of Heathen Authors, to wound the pain 
Pretenders to Learning, with Arrows drawn from theirown 
Quiver. We find him alſo adviſing Timothy, To give 
himſelf to Reading, to Exhortation, and Di 

1 Tim. 4. Erine, that his Prfiting might appear unto all, 
13,15, Methinks, after ſuch a Charge as this from an 
2... Apoſtle, unſtuclied Mechanicks, and wild Enthu- 
fiaſts, ſhould tremble to uſnrp the ſacred Character. Ig- 
norance and Impudence, cemented by Conceit, farnih out 


Ll 


the moſt Ridiculous Creature in the World. Such as 255 
from the Plow or the Compter to the Pulpit, are like t 

make a ſcandalous Figure there. To ſee the Bars fly a- 
bout in the Twilight, is no Wonder But to find uch 
Amphibious Creatures appear in the Face of the Sun, 18 
very ſurprizing! Are theſe, Oh! Iſrael, the Charrezs 
and ne who muſt defend thy Vall? Are theſe the 


Satan, and demoliſh the Strong-Holds of Sin? Ohl tell 
it not in Gath, publiſh it not in Aſtelon, leſt the 4 | 
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cumcis d attack thee with a ſuperiour Force, and triumph 
on thy Ruins. JJC. 
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(2.) Eninency in Holineſ rt. 3 
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BY. Holineſs here, I mean a ſteady Conformity to the 
Divine Nature and Law. Aaron and 5 Sons were waſn'd 
in a Braſen Laver, and anointed with perfum d Oil, to 
repreſent the Neceſſity: of Perſonal Sanctiſcation, to quali-: 
fy thoſe who ſerve at the Atars of an Holy GOD, Exod: 


* 


20. 19, 20, 25, 30. CHRIST, the Great Biſhop of the 
Chureh, and Grand Exemplar of all Subordinate © 
Paſtours, poſſeſs d the Spirit of Holineſs without John 3. 
meaſure. Aſiniſters ſhould have a peculiar 34. 
Senſe of the Homentof Religion upon theirown / 
Souls, that they may inſpire others with the ſame Paſ⸗- 
ſions they feel in themſelves. . SY 5 
IIS a melancholy Work, to ſtudy the Dottrines of 
Life under the Power of Spiritual Death; and preach the 
Liberties.of the Sons of GOD, in the heavy Chains of 
Guilt aud Wrath, A Miniſter's Heart is the beſt or worſt 
Part of him; if that be not ennobled with the Divine IJ. 
mage, all his other Accompliſhments do but fit him to 
be a more Succeſstul Slave to Satan, and Enemy to the 
Souls oſ Men. Tis not compoſing a Sermon with the great- 
eſt -Exattneſs, or delivering it in the Language and Ge- 
ſte of an Orator, that makes a profitable Preacher. 

Were all the Fountains of Reaſon and Perſwaſion open to 
your. view, were you Maſters of all the Art and Eloquence 
in the World; yet, without renewed Hearts and refined 
Liver, tis not likely you ſhould accompliſh the Great 
Ends of your Aſiniſtry; the Illuſtration of Febovab's Per- 
fections in the Salvation of Souls. GOD ordinarily 
works by agreeable Means, transforming the Hearts and 
Liver ot Sinners by the'Labours of devout and heavenly 
Alenifters. E "IT 7 
BUI ſuppoſing Succeſi ſhould ſometimes attend his 
lively Oracles deliver d by unholy Miniſters, this _— 
would 
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would be of no more Advantage to em, than the build- + 

ing of the Art was to thoſe Artificers; Who were inime- 

diately ſwept away with the Deluge. All the Grd4ces of 5 
the Spirit are neceſſary to make a private Chriſtian, but \ 

*tis ft they ſhould ſhine in Minifters with a gfeatef Lu- = 
fire. The Duties and Difficulties of their Office, demand 

the vital Preſence of ſome Graces in a peculiar manner. 


1. FAITH, to realiſe a diſtant World. He who is 

not govern d himſelf by the Hopes and Fears of an Erer- | - 
nal State, Will never l ty dying Souls,” or affe: 
ctionately promote their en Ly Happineſs. He who is 

not ſo firmly perſwaded of the Life to come, as to grow 

dead to all the Vanities of this, as to give GOD and 

Things Divine the Preference in his Choice and Purſuit, 

can hardly be ſuppoſed in earneſt in ſeeking the Szlvas 


» 


tion of others. 


2. WISDOM. *Twas your Lord himſelf who ſaid, 

| Be Wiſe as Serpents, and Harmleſs as Doves, Mat. 10. 16; 

| Miniſters had need be Men of Prudence and Diſcretion, | 
| that their Conduct towards Friends and Enemies may be 

| decent and obliging. You have a great Variety of Te- 
| bers to deal with, and muſt accommodate your ſelves to 
E 1 em all for Edification ; Perſons of all Ages are under 
| 5 Jour Care, and ſuitable Proviſion. muſt be made for 
| them. | 3j) 1 
| Wiſdom, Sirs, is neceſſary for you, whoſe Office it 18 

| : rightly to divide the Word, and give to every one his por- 

| x tion; to awaken ſecure Sinners, and bind up wounded 
| Conſciences; to uncaſe ſoul-deluding Hypocrites;' and 
encourage trembling Converts ; to parcel-out -Reproots 
and Cordials, that neither of them may be miſplac'd or 
loſt. | | x; 35 


3. FAITHFULNESS. Chriſt commits the Myſte · - 
ries of Salvation to the Cuſtody of his Miniſters, and ex- 
pects they ſhould be Faithful Stewards of ſi ch an ue: 


bio fore an Aſſembly of the United Minifters. o 
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 luable Treaſure. Let a Man ſo account of us, as of the 
| Miniſters of Chriſt, anil Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 

-  » Moreover, it is required in Stewards, that a Man be found 
faithful, 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. If we conceal any neceſſary 
Truths from politick Conſiderations, or proſtitute the fe = 

cred Rights of Chriſtianity to a Worldly Intere , If we 
' ſharply cenſure the Ifrmities of the Poor, and connive 
* at the daring Vices of the Great; If we are over-awed - 
dy the Frowns, or brib'd in our Adminiſtrations, by the 

Favours of the Rich; we betray the Truſt which Chris 

hath repos'd in us. *Tis as lawful for us to conſult our 

Eaſe and Intereft, as Perſons of another Character; but — 

wo be to us, if we purchaſe them at the Expente of tze 

Blood of Chri#, and our own Conſtiences. TI charge thee be- | 

Pore God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels, 

that thou obſerve theſe things, without preferring one before 

|. another, doing nothing by Partialicy, 1 Fim. 5.21. | 


4. HUMILITY. There's no Vice Miniſters are 
more ſtrongl . to, and yet none's more incon- 
of ſiſtent with their Character, than Pride. Are FE 
: not all our Accompliſhments the Gifts of Divine 1 Cor. 4. ). 
Bounty? And does not all our Succeſs depend 3.6. 
upon a Divine Bleſing? What is there in a 
Blaſt of Popular Air, ſhould tranſport us with a vain 
Conceit of our on Worth? Is the Opinion of an unthink- 
ing Crowd, who neither know our Heads or Hearts, worth 
the minding, when we are every Day haſtening to the 
Bar of an Onmſcient Fudge? St. Paul, tho 
| _ Honour'd with the hizheft Gifts and Graces, 1 Cor. 1 5. g. 
1 retained a Humble Senſe of his own Vileneſs; Eph. 3.8. 


He tells tis, That he was the leaſt of the Ab. 
lefs thanthe leaſt 


f tles, not meet to he called an Apoſtle, yea, 
of all Sainte. And ſhall we then, who come fo ſhort. of 
him in all Aſiniſterial Abilities, dare indulge; a Lofty 


Thought : A ſtricter Acquaintance with our own Hearts 
: > 2 Omg us out of our Pride, and lay us level with 
me 1 7 e pts 
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HOW much Ignorance, Unbelief, and Earthly-minded. 
ne ſe, is there yet remaining in the beſt of us] And are 
ſuch Wretches meet to be the Embaſſadors of GOD to the 
_ World® Meet to enlighten henigbred Minds, and preach 
wngodly Sinners into a Love of Holineſs * And it we are 
conſcious of our own' Inability, to diſcharge the peculiar 
Duties of our own Office, we have little Reaſon to have 
a high Eſteem of our own Deſerts. A humble Sen ſe of our 
own Imperfeftions, is necellary to keep us dependent on 
CHRIST, for a richer Furniture of Miniſterial Abili- 
ties; And a /owlyCarriage towards our Flock, is as neceſ- 
ſary to eſtabliſn our Intereſt in their Affections, without 
which our Labours muſt be »ſeleſs. Es 


5. PATIENCE. Miniſters muſt expect to meet with 

a great many Reproaches from an Ill-natur'd World. Tis 
not the Dignity of your Offce will ſcreen you from the 
I:ſul:ts of the profeſs'd Enemies of Religion. *Tis not 
your Fidelity and Zeal will ſecure you from the Cavils 

of {ome peeviſh Chriſtians. If therefore you are not 
fortity'd with Patience, you'll faint in your Work, when 
your Per ſous and Miniſtry are deſpiſed. = 


5. FORTITUDE. St. Paul, in the Face of Death, 
charg'd the Blood of the LORD of Glory upon that very 
Sanbed im which Condemn'd him. This Bravery and 
Reſolution commands your Imitation: If you'll approve 
your ſelves the Servants of CHRIST, you muſt not dread 
the Faces of the proudeſt Worms on Earth; but tell them 
roundly, They muſt Change or Die, That Birth and 
Parentage, great Titles and Eſtates, are all the prey of 


Death; and no Difference, but that between the Rzgh- 
reous and the Vicked, the Sav'd and Danm d, is known 
in the other World, HE 


BE as Caurteous and Compliſant, as Obliging and Gen- 
teel in your Deportment towards all Men as you can, but 

take care the Gentleman doth uot diſgrace the Miniſter. 
Your Conſciences are too dear a Victim, to be ſaeri Fol 
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to the Humours of a Mortal, or the Genius of an Ave. 
Where the Honour of your LORD, and the Welfare of 
Immortal Souls, are concern d, let not all the Charms or 
Frowns of Men, yea, the Blandiſpments or Rage of Devil, 
move you. | e 8 


9 


Secondly, T proceed to Diſcourſe of ſome af the Pyinci- 
pal Branches ot the Miniſterial Office. e 
AND (.) I ſhall begin with that which is moſt conſi- 
derable, the Preaching of the Word, call d in my Text, Feed- 
ing the Flock with Knowledge and Underſtanding, Under 
this Head, I ſhall briefly conſider the Matter, Method, 
and Language of Sermons. | VVV 
I. THE Marter of Sermons. 
AND this mult be the Goſpel of CHRIST, accord- 
ing to your Commiſſion, Mark 16.15. St. Peter, in pur- 9 
fait of this Order, preached FESUS of Nazareth, Acts I 
2. 22, And St. Paul directed Timothy, to preach tis 
-| - Word, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2. The | 
|| Pripit is no Place to vent private Opinions, or darling Mo- 
trons, politick Schemes, or philoſophical Speculatians in: 
Four Buſineſs there is not to proſelize Men to a Party, 
but to a Religion revealed from Heaven: Not to make 
your Hearers States men and Philoſophers, but humble 
and mortiſied Chriſtians. You are to preach CHRIS T. 


| the Saviour his Humiliation and Bloodſked, as a Sacrifice | 
to Vindiftive Fuſtice, as the Price of Grace and Glory, to | 
an Apoſtate World, You are to open the unſearchable Ri- 

ches of CHRIST to Convinc'd Sinners, and direct Blee- | ö 


ding Conſciences to the Bowels of Mercy, and the Wounds 
- of JESUS for Healing. You are alſo to preach (brit 
Jeſus the Lord, 1 Cor. 4. 5. To aſſert the. Redeemer's. 

| Right of Sovereignty ; To vindicate the Authority aud 
„I Equity ot His Doctrine and 2 2 And preſs, by varietv 
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mon, allowing eve! 
Moment. This, Ifay, we muſt preach with Liſe and. 
Seriouſneſs, as Perſons haſtening to meet our Flecks at 
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of Motives, Conformity to*%em. Vou are to explain the 
Nature, and inculcate the Neceſſity, of Faith and Repen- 


zance, as Eſtabliſhed Conditions of Pardon and Eternal 


Life. You muſt ſecure the Freedom and Efficacy of 
Grace, in the Converſion of Sinners, whileſt you zea- 
louſly oppoſe thoſe Antinomian Dodctrines which open a 

Dcor to all Licentiouſneſs. You muſt not forget to give 


Second Table Duties a proper Place in your Sermons; I | 
am ſure they were not forgot by your LORD in his en- 


cellent Sermon upon the Mount. Whileſt you preach 
| Meekneſs and Patience, Fuſtice and Humanity, to your 
People, you do but preach Conformity to the Preceprs and 


Life of JESUS. This _ be the Subſtance of your Ser- 
Doctr 


ine the Precedence due to its 


the Tribunal of CHRIST. 5 
Oh! My Brethren, let us pity Dying Souls, ſtepping 

every Moment-into Heaven or Hel, and ſpeak to them 

as Perſons within view of the Fudgment-Day. Let us a- 


_ waken Secure Sinners, whom the melodious Airs of Grace 
won't charm with the harſher Sound of the LORD's 


Terrours, and ring ſuch a Peal of Thunder in their Ears, 
as may make them feel they have Immortal Souls to be 


Sav d, or Damn'd for ever. Let us carry Celeſtial Fire 
in our Hearts and Lips, to inſpire thoſe, who are ſpiritu- 


ally dead, with Life and Motion, and repreſent the Glo- 
ry and Torment of the 47 World to ſuch Advantage, 
that the moſt Haxden'd Wretches may dread to Tritle 


with GOD and Eternity a Moment longer. 


2. THE Method of Sermons, 


AND this ſhould be Clear and Diftinff. We muſt or- 


deriy Diſpoſe, and decently Connect, the Parts of our 


Sermons, to give Beauty to the whole Compoſure, and 


lay it level to the Hearers Underſtanding. A confugd 


Rout of Soldiers, as well deſerves the Name of a Diſci- 


E plined 


* 


3 3. THE Language of Serrons, | 
' AND this ſhould be Proper and Significant. A Ser- 


F- WY 
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Sentences, the Title of a Sermon. Some Mens Diſcourſes are 
like a Skain of ravell'd Tarn, the firſt End of which is not 


to be found; their Poctrines and Applications, Reaſons and 
Directions, are ſo confounded, that were they not =. 
kind to impoſe Arbitrary Names upon them, twould 


be difficult to diſtinguiſh them. When there is ſo much 
Diſorder in the Preacher's Head, the Sermon muſt in a 


15 


great meaſure be loft to the Auditor. 


. 


mon enrich'd with ſubſtantial Argument, and animated 
with viral Language, hath very much the Advantage of 


1 


a looſe and ſlovenly 1 Apt Similitudes and well⸗- 
cholen Metaphors, are Vehicles of Heavenly Light , but 
when forced, or diſproportioned to the Hearers Underſtan- 
ding, they are equally »ſeleſs and ridiculous. Truth beſt 
_ diſplays her Charms in a comely Dreſs, neither ragged 


nor fantaſtick, True Oratory is ſtrong Senſe,-conveyed 
to the Mind in eaſy Expreſſions, good Reaſon infpired 
with a decent Paſſion. A rude unpoliſhed Stile, debaſeth 


the Majeſty of Preaching; and a luxuriant Flouriſh of 


Words, ſpoils the pure Taſt of the Ford ; and therefore 
both ſhould be avoided. Thoſe Miniſters who always 


. © preach in a Cloud, and wrap up their Diſcourſes in dark 


myſterious Figures, are like a Candle encloſed ina Dar- 
 Lanthorn, which conſumes it ſelf in an unprofitable 


Blaze; Or rather (to keep to the Metaphor of my Tex: ) 
like unmerciful Shepherds, who lead their thirſty Flocks 
to a ſealed Fountain. We are to treat with Souls about 
the Great Affairs of Life and Death; with the Souls of 


Plow-men and Mechanicks, as well as thoſe of a more 


genteel Education; and therefore, ſhould ſtudy to find 


out acceptable Words, Words (I mean) which are pro- 
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plined Army, or the Principles of all Things blended to- 4 
f other in the firſt Creation, that of 4 Beautiful World, 
as a heap of Inconſiſtent Particulars, and Independent 


) 
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per to kindle a Flame in their Ahections, and make a la- 
ſting Change in their Lives. ET hed han | 


..) PRATER, Miniſters are not only to deliver the 
Counſels of GOD. to their People, but to preſent their U- 
united Devotions unto GOD, The Gift of Prayer is equal- 
Iy neceſſary with that of Prophecy We may as well 
number the Heavenſy Bodies, and exactly meafure out 
the Circles of their Morions, as fix upon any Publick - 
Formſuitable to all Circumſtances and Providences, By 
the Gift of Prayer, I mean an Ability to offer up the Sup- 
plications of the Church to GOD, in ſuch Expreſſions as are 
roper to infiame Divine Paſlions, and propagate True 


Piety among our People, the 


(3.) AD MINISTRATTON of the Seals of the Co- 
venant, Baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper. I tear that a 
promiſcuous Admiſſion of Infants to Baptiſm, hath harden- 
ed many of our Diſſenting Brethren in their Oppoſition to 

it. This Sealof the Covenant can belong to none but ſuch 
whoſe Parents make a credible Profeiſion of Chriſtianity, 
and Tam ſure that Profeſſion can't be credible which is 

notoriouſly contradicted by a vicious impenitent Life. 5 

I would alſo obſerve, That all the Baprizd are rela- 

red to the Church, and fall under the Care of Miniſters, 
and therefore tis our Duty to lay a good Foundation of |. 
Knowledge in their Souls, by Catechizing, and frequent- 
Iy Calling upon them to renew their Baptiſmal Vows, that 
4 may be tranſlated with Solemnity from a State of 
iucompleat, to compleat Memberſhip with the Church. 


As for the Lords-ſupper, tis frequently and religiouſly 
celebrated among us; and I hope we ſhall never give 
our BRETHREN of the ESTABLISHMENT 
juſt Reaſon to Inſult us upon that Head, However, to 
_ perpetuate the Order and Purity of ſpiritual Adminiſtra- 
tions, J humbly propoſe that every 4 ag may have 2 
particular Flock, and that none may be allowed to * | 
bo 1 ad 7 


y * 
. a ; 
* 
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vel up and down the World as Superintendanrs of far di- 
ſtant Aſembliet, as if inveſted with an Apoſtolical Furiſ- 
dition, Thoſe Churches loudly call for your Pity, whoſe 
Pulpits are filled with Unordained Candidates. Iwilling- 
ly allow they have Sacraments among them, but tie 
Adminiſtration muſt be attended with ſome Diſorder. | 
Miniſters are to be Judges of their own Acts, becauſe ac | 
countable for them ; but what Fudgment they can paſs 
on the Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of Perſons they are altogether 
Strangers to, unleſs it be that ef a blind Charity, I do 
not underſtand; and this indeed is ſuch a ſort of Judg- _ 
ment as I never yet {aw very much Reaſon to admire. 
*Tis high time to put an effectual Stop to this Evil, by 
preiſing Candidates, of known Integrity and ſolid Lear- 
ning, to ſubmit to a ſolemn Inveſtiture, and take the 
Charge of the ſeveral Congregations to which they are 
|. called: By this means you will free your ſelves from 
the Charge of countenancing Unordained Uſurpers, and ſe- 
cure the Church from the Iuroads of Sectaries. | 
I have no Apology to make for my Freedom under this 
Head, but an hone$ Zeal for the 33 and Iutereſt of 
our Common LORD. bats ED 


(..) THE Evrerciſe of Diſcipline. Under which, I 
24 comprehend private Connſels and Reproofs, as well as pub- 
lic Cenſures : But this hath been 15 fully Diſcourſed by 
ſome ot my more Learned Brethren, that I (hould but a- 
buſe your Patience further to infiſt owt. And therefore 
I proceed, * 1 1 LES. 5 


Thirdly, T O Prove the Doctrine, That the Commiſſion 
and Qualifications of Miniſters are from GOD). 


I..] THEIR Commiſon is Divine; Mat. 28. 19, 20. 4 

So pe, therefore, and Teach all Nations, Baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 

ly Ghott : Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I 2 
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| - bave commanded you: And lo, T am with you alway, even 
unto the End of theWorld. 23 Tn „ 
IHE Apoſtles were Extrdordinary Officers, appointed 
cs introduce ( briſtianitn into the World. Their 
Fo. 20.21. Miffion was immediately from Chri#, Their 
1 Cor. . 1. Qualifications were extraordinary; they had i 
ſſen and converę d with the Lord Feſus. Their | 
Ainiſtrations were under the Conduct of an Infalliblse 
Spirit. They ſpoke all Languages by immediate Inſpi- 
bi ration; and Miracles were the Signs of their 
2 Cor. 12. Aſiſſon. Their Authority was exttaordinary ; 
. flat Churches, and cloath them with Orders, 
and eſtabliſh their Doctrines and Inſtitutions as 
aà ſtanding Rule of. Faith and Worſhip thro? out the World. 
None, therefore, may warrantably claim the Title of 
/ Succeſſours to the Apoſtles as ſuch, unleſs they can de- 1 
monſtrate that their Aion, Authority and Qualißcation . 
are the ſame with theirs. This Commiſſion was not given | 
to the Apoſiles as Apoſtles, but as Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and conſequently is the Fountain of that Authority 
wich theit Succeſſors claim: And this appears evident 
from the York aſſigned them, to Teach and Baprize; and 
the encouraging Promiſe annexed, Lo, I am wtth you al- 
way, even to the End of the World. This derives a greater 
Strength and Light from Eyb. 4. 11. 12. Aud he gave 
ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangelifts, 
and ſome Paſtours and Teachers, for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for theWork of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt. The Three Firſt were Extraordinary Of- 
ficers, and therefore of courſe expired when Chriſtianity 
had paſt its Infancy, and gained a firm Eftablithment 
in the World. The Two Laſt, inſtituted by the ſame 
Authority, muſt continue till the Ends of their Inſtitu- 


* 


tion are anſwered; till there be no more Ignorant and 
p Vicious Souls to Enlighten and Reform, no more Afif- 
ed Tempted Saints to Succour and Refreſh; 1. e. till the 


THIS 


Conſummation of all Things. 


1 os 


0 err 


_ 


Pity to periſhing Souls derived, but from the compaſſion- 


are called. Take heed you do not Napkin- 


; Es 
iS * 
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THIS the Apoſtles were very ſenfible of, and there- 
fore ſate apart ſome to this Work by ſolemn Ordination, 
and gave them Power to Ordarn others, that there. might 

be a conſtant Succeſſion of Miniſters for the Service of 
the Church, to the End of the World. | ;4 


[.] THEIR Qualiſcations are alſo from GOD, 
2 Cor. 3. 6. Who hath alſo made us able Miniſters of the 
New Teſtament—— 1 Tun. 1. 12. And I thank Cbriſt 
Feſus our To d, who hath enabled me, for that he counted 
me Faithful, putting me into the Miniſtery. But what 
need 1 find Texts to prove a Truth, written as it were 
with a Sun- Bean? 5 . N 
WIEN CE, Brethren, is that Light and Knowledge, - , 
by which you #{truit the Ignorant, eſtabliſh the Weak, 
and ſatisfy Troubled Souls? Proceeds it not from the Fa- 
' ther of L:ghrs, and Throne of the Lamb? Whence is your 


ate Bowels of a Bleeding Saviour? Whence had you your 
Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs for the Management of the 
. of GOD, but from CHRIST the Efential Wiſdom 
of the Father, and Great Biſhop of the Church? In a 
Word; Your Faith and Patience, Reſolution and Zeal, 
are the Royal Donatives of your Aſcended LORD. 


I ſhall conchitle this Diſcourſe with an EXH OR: 
TATION. to Miniſters and People. 


Fire, I Addreſs my ſelf to vou, my Fathers and Bre- 
thren in the Miviſtos.” | * | * > 


BE Faithful and Diligent in the York to which you 
1 up your Aa- 
 fter's Talents, or Betray the Trat re 


208d in „ by 

Sloth or Cowardiſe, Feed the Church 7 GOD, —1 55 
ted to your Care; with wholeſom Food, that none of 
your Flock may be Starv'd k Poiſon'd within your 


Folds. 


Is ble. Let, therefore, your Patience an 


* 
- 
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Folds. -- Liipenſe the Ordinances of the Goſpel with ＋ 
verence becoming the Majeſty of GOD, whoſe Deputies 
you are; and govern all your Aſiniſtratious by the Sa- 


cred Canon. In the Name of the LORD, lift up your 


Banner; enter, I mean, upon your Work, in the Fear of 


GOD, and depend on his Concurrence for all your Suc- 


ceſs. Adorn your Miniſtry, and make your Character 


Venerable by a Heavenly Converſation. Tis expected 
you ſhould be a ſort of wa/king Bibles, in which the Vir- 


tues of the Religion and Life of the Holy Feſus are legi- 
9 Meekneſs, your 

Sobriety and Morrification, condemn the Pride, the Paſ- 

fron, the Senſuality, and Intemperate Love of Riches aud © 


 Eiononr, which your Sermons cenſure. 


| ONE Word more to you, my Brethren, in Age and 
Office, and to the Sons of the Prophets, who are with 
vom. een 

S8 TUD hard, and Ply your Work. Humane and 
Divine Knowledge are not the Reward of lazy Wiſhes and 


faint Endeavours, but of a ſteady Application and fervent - 


Prayer. Cry after Knowledge, and lift up your 
Pro.2.3,4. Voice for Underſtanding, ſearch for her as for 
Lan. 12.3. Silver, and dig for her as for hid Treaſure : 


Then will you find that /iſdom, by which 


you may turn many to Righteouſneſs, and ſhine as the 


Stars for ever aud ever. 


I ſhall enforce the Exhortation with Two Motives. 


(% CONSIDER the Dignity of your Work and 


Character. You are Embaſſadors for GOD, but your 


Embaſſy. concerns an Immoveable Kingdom. You are 


Stewards in the Houſe of GOD, but your Care is reſtrai- 

med to Immortal Souls. You are Paſtours, but tis of a 

 - Flock, purchasꝰd by Blood of an infinite Value. You are 

TER. e of GOD, but you are principally ſo tor the 
Cock 


of thoſe who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. This 1s 


your Works a Work which the brighteſt Cherubims dowt 


diſdain; 


4 o 
1 
o 
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- difdain ; The brighteſt Cherubims did I ſay? Yea, *tis a 

Wok which CHRIST, the Prince .of Cherubims, counts 
himſelf Honoured to be your Companion in. 


(2. CONSIDER the Conſequence of your Office 
with Reſpect to your Selves and People. © \' 


1. I TH Reſpect to your Selves. 


A Faithful Diſcharge of your LORD's Commiſſion, 
carrys in it a great Reward, and prepares you for aa 
greater at the Reſurrection of the Jult. A Familiar Ac- 
quaintance with the great Objects of Religion, will en- 
noble your Minds, and an unwearied Diligence in dire- 
cting others to Heaven, will give you enlarged Tho'ts 
4: of a New Feri ſalem, and ripen your Preparations for 
the Glory of the Promiſed Land. The Succeſs of your 
Miniſtry will inſpire you with Joys too great for any 
L | Diſcouragements to damp; and if Succeſs be denied you, 
Ip the Canſciouſneſs of your Integrity will refreſh your, 
* . . * _ 
r "BUT this is not all; If you ſerve GOD with your 


: Spirits in the Goſpel of his SON, he will advance you 
h to the brighteſt Thrones in Heaven: Your Bountiful 
e LORD will reward your Tears, yeur Prayers, and 
Pains, with a een el Righteouſneſs, as great as your 1 
Wiſhes, and as inmortal as your Souls. Mat. 25. 23. 
Nell dine, good and faithſul Servant , thou baſt been faith-- 
1 ful over a few things, I will make thee Ruler over many 


things: Euter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. On theother 


ir Hand, confider what Agonies and Convulſions of Con- | 
re | ference will ſurprize you, if you are found Unfaithful 
ie. in the Day of CHRIST. Dreadful is the Damnation of | 
2 thoſe who fink into the Gulf of Perdition, with the Guilt | 1 
re | of thoir Sævio¹n⁰e 's Blood, and the Blood of Murdered 

he Souls upon them. To be Dainned to the Element of 

Devils, after we have held the flaming Torch to light 
[} 
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tions are from Heaven. 
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2. CONSIDER the wee. © apr of your Office with 
Reſpect to the People : And this is no leſs than Everla- 
ſting Life or Death. © SLE Rn THY 
SY $5 fulſil the Miniſtry, which you have recerv'd of 
the LORD, you are likely to be Inſtrumental to propa- 

2 and ſave the Souls of your 
eople. But if you are Ignorant or Scandalous, youll 
harden Sinners in their Eumity to GOD, and fortity em 


in a fatal Inſidelity againſt all Conviction. To you, Sirs, 


is committed, the Care of precious Souls, and your Rela- 
tion to CHRIST, and them, commands you to love em 
as your own Bowels : And will ſuch as you let 'em ſtab 
their Conſciencet, wound their Saviour, and poſt to Erer- 
nal Death without warning em? Will ſuch as you, upon 
whom are the Vows of GOD, tempt em, by your unbal- 
low'd Lips and Lrves, to a ſtupid Neglect of . the Things 
ef their Peace? Oh curſed Barbarity ! Let not my Soul, 
Oh! GOD, into the Secrets of theſe Men! Let me ne- 
ver feel that Exemplary Vengeance thou haſt prepared 
to puniſh them. „ 


* 


Secondly, I ſhall Addreſs my ſelf, in a few Words, to 
the Expecting People. 5. 5 


YOU have heard that our Commiſion and Qualifica- _ 


(I.) THEREFORE, We demand Obedience from 
you to our Meſſage. We challenge not a Soverergnty o- 
ver your Faith, nor a blind Conformity to our Difares 
but a hearty Subjection to the Goſpel of CHRIST, whoſe 
Miniſters we are: This you can't deny us, and be guilt- 
Jeſs. Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that haus the Rule over you, 
and ſubmit your felves, for they watch for your Souls, Fad 
Pw; 4 | TI > - 
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yt. ent. tes 4. 


: they that mutt give Account. Did we preach | Fu 0 20 


and Indulgences, Doctrines calculated: to cheriſh Clergy- 
Pride and Avarice : Were our Sermons big with Treaſon 


and Sedition, ſtuft with ſlaunting Iuvactives againſt the 
| happy Revolution, or glorious Adminiſtration ot our Great 
our Rightful QUEEN : Did we ſtamp a Jus Divinm on 


Canons of our own compoſure; or inforee Synbolical Ce- 


remones, with Penalties of the higheñ Conſequence : Did 
ve confine the Carholick Church to our own Encloſure 3 
or Anathematize all who differ from us in External Modes 
of Devotion + Did we Damn you as Schiſmaticks tor Noy- 
Conformity to Imposd Rites, which are confeſſed to be of 
an bdifferent Nature Then, indeed, you mught-aſkus, 
By what Authority we preached theſe Things, and who 
ave us that Authority. But ſeeing we lay no other Bur- 


h Y Fer . Lr "IJ 


„ 


len upon you, than what ſeems Good to the Holy Gha#, 


as well as unto us; and preach no other Doctrines of 
Faith, or Rules of Life and Worſhip, than thoſe we have 
received of the LORD; your Diſobedieuce to us muſt be. 
High Treaſon againſt the Crown and Dignity of CHRIST 
dur Maſter. Luke 10. 16. He that deſpiſeth you, deſpi- 
| ſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth bim that ſent 


me. 8 
(2.) WE intreat your Candour and Prayers. 
JH E Preachers of an Inviſible World, groan under the 


Corruptions of fallen Nature; for the Men of GOD are all 


the Of-ſpring of Apoſtate Alam. We are tainted with 
the Hereditary Leprouſy, and our Blood is of the ſame Co- 
lour with the reſt of Aortals. Yon muſt not 
think to find us Iucarnate Angels, but Men A&s 14. 
ſubject to the ſame Paſſions and Informitier with 15. 
your ſelves, Let it not ſurprize 71 tor flad; -- 


: * 


a great many Defe&s in our Civil and Miniſterial Con- 


duct ʒ we never pretended to a Siuleſe Innocency, or an 


Apoſtolical Infallibility. We wreſtle, like you, with F * 
and Blood, with a deceirful World, and a tempting Devil; 
e + es V 
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but with this Difference, We ſtand upon advanced 
Ground, and are more expos'd to the Enemies Fire. We 
ſtruggle alſo with the peculiar Difficulties of our own 
Work , Difficulties great enough to ſink us to the Grave 
were we not refreſhed with the Smiles, and ſupported 
by the mighty Arm of our LORD. POTEN... 
DID you know what Diſcouragements we meet with 
from Friends and Enemies in the Diſcharge of our Offce, 
what Pangs and Agonies we feel in our own Souls, you 
would wonder to ſee a Hoary Head in a Pulpit. © 
I beſeech you, in the Language of pn Apoſtle, 
1 Theſfſ. 5. 25. Brethren, pray for us. Pray, that GOD, 
with whom is the Reſidue of the Spirit, would give us a 
rich Supply of Miniſterial Gifts and Graces, that we may 
be burning and ſhining Lights in the Church and World. 
Pray him to bear us up under the Weight of our Office, 
and crown our Labours with abundant Succeſs. © And 


- 


* x 


we will not ceaſe to pray him, 


8 To make you Fruitful in all the Works of Righte- 
"—_ under Our Adminiſtrations, that we 
may Rejgyce together in the Day of CHRIST. 
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